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sense", or the remains of impressions made in the past on the
human brain by other pieces of matter: "This obscure con-
ception is what we call fantasy or imagination." "Good55 and
"evil35 are mere convenient terms with no permanent mean-
ing, and no divine authority behind them. "Whatsoever is
the object of any man's appetite, or desire, that is it which he
for his part calleth 'good5, and the object of hate, or aversion
cevilV5 Persons who condemn the pleasures of sense are the
priests and teachers who have a vested interest in illusions
inherited from the ages of monkery, "the kingdom of dark-
ness" of the medieval church, for which Hobbes had a
supreme contempt. His Leviathan (which gives its name to his
chief book published in 1651), or ideal state, is all powerful,
founded on a contract between rulers and ruled, which re-
mains eternally valid. It was the moral and religious aspects
of Hobbes's teaching that alarmed the churchmen, and
delighted the young courtiers of the Restoration. The Cam-
bridge Platonists tried to answer him by demonstrating
the existence of "mind55 or "spirit" and its superiority
over matter, while other Anglicans, such as Bishop
Bramhall, showed quite truly that his arguments led to
atheism.

Anoth'er current of thought which affected literature in the
Restoration period as much as the philosophies of Descartes
and Hobbes was that of the scientists who were carrying out
the programme of Bacon and beginning that thorough in-
vestigation of "Nature33 which he recommended. The Royal
Society, the first organised body of English scientific in-
vestigators grew out of a group of Oxford thinkers who used
to meet at the lodgings of Dr. Wilkins, the Warden of Wad-
ham College, in the last years of the Protectorate, It moved
to London after the Restoration and was granted a Charter
by Charles II, who became its Founder and Patron and took
a keen interest in its proceedings. Among the distinguished
men who were its original Fellows was Robert Boyle, author
of the Sceptical Chymist (1662), and one of the founders of
modern chemistry. According to Thomas Sprat, the first
historian of the Society, its members tried "to separate the
knowledge of Nature from the colours of Rhetorick, the devices
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